
Though the basic rules of statutory interpretation can be found separately in other law 
dictionaries, they appear collectively in A Dictionary of Law, 7th ed., Jonathan Law 
and Elizabeth Martin, eds. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), page 295; to wit, 
in pertinent part: 
 

RULES AND PRINCIPLES OF STATUTORY INTERPRETATION 
 

The principal rules of statutory interpretation are as follows: 
(1)  An Act must be construed as a whole, so that internal inconsistencies are 

avoided. 
(2)  Words that are reasonably capable of only one meaning must be given that 

meaning whatever the result. This is called the literal rule. 
(3)  Ordinary words must be given their ordinary meanings and technical words 

their technical meanings, unless absurdity would result. This is the golden 
rule. 

(4)  When an Act aims at curing a defect in the law any ambiguity is to be 
resolved in such a way as to favour that aim (the mischief rule). 

(5)  The rule ejusdem generis (of the same kind): when a list of specific items 
belonging to the same class is followed by general words (as in “cats, dogs, 
and other animals”), the general words are to be treated as confined to other 
items of the same class (in this example, to other domestic animals). 

(6)  The rule expressio unius est exclusio alterius (the inclusion of the one is 
the exclusion of the other): when a list of specific items is not followed by 
general words it is to be taken as exhaustive. For example, “weekends and 
public holidays” excludes ordinary weekdays. 

(7)  The rule in pari materia (on the like matter): when a prior Act is found to be 
“on the like matter” it can be used as an aid in construing the statute in 
question . . . 

(8)  The rule noscitur a sociis (known by its associates): when a word or phrase 
is of uncertain meaning, it should be construed in the light of the surrounding 
words . . . 

 


